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Sharks in Kansas? Seems impossible, right? After all,
Kansas is smack dab in the middle of the United States—
more than 1,000 miles from the closest ocean. But the
world hasn’t always looked the way it does today.

Sharks in Kansas: The Ancient Sea in the Middle of America
By Melissa Stewart

Ilustrated by Becca Stadtlander

About the Book
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Once upon a time, 85 million years ago, the middle of
America was a watery world called the Western Interior
Seaway. At the water’s surface, mighty mosasaurs
attacked flightless birds bobbing on the waves. Deeper
down, sea turtles the size of a small car fed on fish and
ammonites. But the most ferocious hunters were the
sharks. More than a dozen species cruised through the
ancient sea in search of prey, and when they spotted a target . . . Chomp!

Journey into the past for a fascinating look at the incredible cast of creatures that once lived
where we live now.

Read Aloud Tips

Sharks in Kansas has two kinds of text—the main text and stat stacks along the edges of most
double-page spreads. In addition to providing extra information about each animal, the stat
stacks feature pronunciation guides. Reviewing these in advance will help you read the main text

more fluidly.
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When sharing the book with children, read the main text first. Then you can discuss the
illustrations and fill in details from the stat stacks.

Before You Read

Invite children to look at the front and back cover of Sharks in Kansas: The Ancient Sea

in the Middle of America. Then ask the following questions and write their responses on

chart paper:

--What do you think this book will be about?

--When do you think it takes place?

--Do you think the book is fiction (a made-up story) or nonfiction (true information)?
What makes you say that?

On a map of the United States, point out the state where you live. Then point to Kansas.

Ask the children:

--Do you think sharks could live so far from the ocean?

--Do you see any clues on the cover that could explain the title?

Assign each child one of the animals mentioned in the book.

After You Read

Revisit the questions you asked the children before reading the book. Now that they’ve

enjoyed the book, have any of their answers changed? Ask the following questions:

--What surprised you most about the book?

--Look at the fossil on the second double-page spread. Can you find an illustration of the
living animal later in the book?

How many sharks are shown in the book? Did they all live at the same time?

At the end of the book, a child finds a shark tooth fossil. Did you see the same child

earlier in the book? If so, what were they doing.

Invite each child to draw a picture that shows their assigned animal interacting with other

creatures in the Western Interior Seaway. Allow time for children to explain their pictures

to the rest of the group.

After giving each child a sticky note, review the book and write down the name of each

animal you encounter. Then encourage the children write down the name of their favorite

creature. After collecting the sticky notes, work with the children to create a whole-group

bar graph. Which creature does the group like best? Do the children notice any trends in

their choices?

Classroom Extension Activity
Purpose: To help students get a sense of the process a nonfiction picture book author goes
through when they review sketches created by an illustrator.

Process:

I.

After your students write nonfiction about a topic of their choice, invite children in
another classroom at the same grade level to create one or more illustrations for the text.
Like professional authors and illustrators, the students don't meet or don't speak to one
another.

2. Your students review the artist’s work to make sure everything in the art is accurate.



3. Students write a polite letter asking the artist for any necessary changes. They can
comment on accuracy only. They can’t make any comments about the style of the art.

Questions:
e Are you surprised that the author and illustrator work in this way?
¢ Do you think it would be helpful if they could talk to one another?
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